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March 11, 2008

	Meeting Summary    


Purpose:

· To share recent good news
· To present product planning features
· To update the Advisory Group on marketing and outreach plans
· To solicit participation for the 2010 Funding Working Group
Expected Outcomes:

· Provide Advisory Group members with an up-to-date understanding of Business Gateway Initiative program status
	Meeting Logistics


	Participants:
	

	· Nancy Sternberg,  Business Gateway Program Manager, SBA
	

	· Mardel Hall, BG Program Management Office (PMO) SBA

· Steve Holden, Business Gateway PMO
· Erin Irving, Business Gateway PMO

· Zaneta Burkett, Business Gateway PMO
· Charlotte Warman, Business Gateway PMO
· Nicole DeGaetano, Business Gateway PMO
· Megen Davis, USDA
· Carolyn Scully, EPA
· Nate Zuckerberg, GSA
· Shirley A. Perez, NASA
· Mike Chemen and Mary Cochetti, DOS
· Renee Speed and Aylin Ruiz, Treasury
	Via phone:

· Sharon Hopkins, DOD
· Jen Murphy, DHS

· Kelly Wong, HUD

· Eddie Ray, DOI

· Jacob Jenkins, DOJ

· Barbara Bingham, DOL

· Wendy Liberante, OMB

· Tonya Clements, SSA

· Lance Pae, VA

· Neil Sattler, Education

· Gordon Keller, DOC



	
	


Time and Location:

1:00—2:30 SBA, 409 Third St, SW
Eisenhower Conference Room 
	Overview of Discussion


· Awards:
· Business Gateway received GITEC (Government Information Technology Executive Council) 2008 Project Management Excellence Award for demonstrating outstanding project management excellence in the award category of “Delivering Mission Critical Services/Practical Innovations.”   The award was presented to Nancy Sternberg at the IPIC Conference on March 4th in Orlando, FL.

· Business Gateway is also a finalist for the ACT/IAC Excellence.gov Award for demonstrating how the program has improved organizational performance through the use of technology.  The award will be presented on March 31st.

· House of Representatives Testimony:
· Ms. Liberante (OMB) announced that on February 28, 2008, Susan E. Dudley, Administrator of the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) testified on the improvement of the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) and efforts to reduce burden for small businesses.

· Ms. Dudley spoke about BG as an example of a tool for small businesses, already in place to reduce burden.  

· Ms. Liberante directed members to www.youtube.com to access videos of Ms. Dudley’s testimony.

· Business.gov Product Planning:   

· First Featured City (Phoenix, AZ) launched on March 4th.  Additional cities will be featured on a monthly basis.  April will highlight Danbury, CT.  Archives of featured cities will always remain on the state and local page.
· “Green Release” scheduled for April 21st, just prior to Earth Day.  The release will add approximately 50 pages of new content, including links down to a state level, and will assist businesses trying to “go green.”
· EPA’s Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) tentatively scheduled for May 6th.
· QA for the Small Business Paperwork Relief Act (SBPRA) is ongoing.  SBPRA contact information is requested from each agency by May 1st.

· Strategic partnerships continue with Energy Star (EPA/Energy), IRS, and HUD.  OMB applauded the success of the Business Gateway/EPA collaboration, which took a mere five weeks to implement.

· Ms. Sternberg emphasized that the content team’s ability to shift focus to accommodate agencies in a timely manner, and invited agencies to approach Business Gateway with opportunities they may have in mind.
· Marketing and Outreach Updates:
· As of February 29, 2008, Business.gov has been mentioned in over 36 publications – spanning print, online, radio, and blogs – in a variety of national and regional media (Wasingtonpost.com, Black Enterprise, Long Island Business News, Roanoke Times, Examiner.com, WTOP Radio, FoxBusiness.com, etc.)

· Live interview with Nancy Sternberg, featuring the Business Gateway program, aired on February 29th on CTV News (Prince George’s County news station)
	Forms.gov Status:  E-Forms Catalog


Catalog Population:

· Number of Forms in Catalog:  6,075
· Total Documents in Catalog:   6,693
· Agencies Participating:  54

	Next Steps


· The next Governance Board Meeting is scheduled for March 18, 2008
· The Funding Working Group will meet throughout April

· SBPRA contact updates are requested by May 1, 2008
· The next Advisory Group Meeting is scheduled for May 13, 2008
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