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Governance Board Meeting



        

March 19, 2008

	Meeting Summary    


Purpose:

· To share recent good news
· To present product planning features 
· To update the Governance Board on marketing and outreach plans
· To present the 2010 Funding Working Group membership
· To provide Business.gov/Forms.gov metrics
Expected Outcomes:

· Governance Board members have an up-to-date understanding of Business Gateway Initiative program status
	Meeting Logistics


	Participants:

· Jovita Carranza , Deputy Administrator, SBA
	

	· Nancy Sternberg,  BG Program Manager, SBA
	Via phone:

	· Mardel Hall, BG Program Management Office (PMO), SBA
	· Sylvia Lynch, DOT

	· Steve Holden, Business Gateway PMO
· Erin Irving, Business Gateway PMO

· Nicole DeGaetano, Business Gateway PMO
· Nate Zuckerberg, GSA

· Stan Kaczmarcyk, GSA

	· Joe Sierra, EPA
· Neil Sattler, Education

· Sharon Hopkins, DOD

· Tonya Clements, SSA

· Megen Davis, USDA

· Kelly Wong, HUD

	
	


Time and Location:

1:00—2:00 SBA, 409 Third St, SW, Eisenhower Conference Room 
	Overview of Discussion


· Steve Holden, BG PMO, opened the meeting and introduced Deputy Administrator Jovita Carranza, who thanked the Governance Board for their participation in today’s meeting.  
· Deputy Administrator Carranza congratulated the Business Gateway Initiative on recent recognition the program has received, including the Government IT Executive Council (GITEC)’s Project Management Excellence award in the category of Delivering Mission Critical Services/Practical Innovations, and being selected as a top-twenty finalist for the ACT/IAC Excellence.gov award for 2008, under the theme Improving Organizational Performance using IT.

· Deputy Administrator Carranza also briefed the Governance Board on Business Gateway’s upcoming activities, including the Fiscal Year (FY) 2010 budget and new content releases on Business.gov.  Deputy Administrator Carranza told the group she appreciated agencies’ continued financial support for Business Gateway during this difficult time, and believes that we have learned a lot about how to position Business Gateway through the development of the FY 2009 budget to improve chances of success in the upcoming FY 2010 process.  
· House of Representatives Testimony: Committee on Small Business Affairs
· On February 28, 2008, Susan E. Dudley, Administrator of the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) testified on the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) and efforts to reduce burden on the small business community.

· Ms. Dudley spoke about BG as an example of a tool for small businesses already in place to reduce burden.
· FY 2008 Product Planning   

· First Featured City, Phoenix, Arizona, was launched on March 4th.  Additional U.S. cities of varied sizes will be featured on a monthly basis, focusing on areas that show support and opportunity for entrepreneurs and small business owners. 
· The Small Business Guide to Energy Efficiency was launched on March 12th.

· The “Green Release” is scheduled for April 21st, just prior to Earth Day.

· A feature highlighting EPA’s Toxic Release Inventory Program is tentatively scheduled for May 6th.

· Features on specific businesses and/or industries are planned on a continuing weekly to bi-weekly schedule.

· QA for SBPRA is ongoing

· Strategic Federal Partnerships
· Energy Star (EPA/Energy): Helps fulfill SBA’s requirements for implementing a Small Business Energy Efficiency Program, under the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007, launched on March 12th 
· IRS: Demo of Business.gov for IRS’s Small Business/Self-Employed business unit on February 21st
· HUD:  Investigating possibilities for a content feature

· Marketing and outreach plans 
· Buzz around Business.gov’s recent site enhancements: mentions in 35+ print, online, radio, and blog publications, including notable stories in a variety of national and regional media

· Online advertising campaign in Enterpreneur.com to kick off in March

· Extensive State and Local outreach starting the week of March 17.  

· Program Management Activities

· Funding Working Group

· Purpose: Prepare SBA and partner agencies for FY 2010 budget process

· Desired outcome: Recommend contingency funding algorithm for agency cost sharing if SBA is not able to fund completely.

· Participants: DoD, DoC, HUD, EPA, DoL, DoT, USDA, SSA, Interior, Education.  The Governance Board approved Funding Working Group membership.

· MOUs are in process.  As of March 19, 2008, no funds have been received.
	Forms.gov Status:  E-Forms Catalog


· Catalog Population:

· Number of Forms in Catalog:  6,075
· Total Documents in Catalog:   6,693
· Agencies Participating:  54

	Next Steps


· Funding Working Group meetings scheduled throughout April.
· Monthly update posted April 8, 2008
· SBPRA Contact updates due May 1, 2008

· Advisory Group meeting:  May 13, 2008

· Governance Board meeting: May 20, 2008
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